
Place-Based Education Painting Description 

 

This painting captures the essence of "Place-Based Education" and its design principles.   

This approach to learning is all about connecting our education to the world around us, making 

learning more relevant, engaging, and impactful.  

In this picture you'll notice that the classroom isn't confined to four walls, the students are out in 

the community, learning from the real world. This image shows students engaged in various 

activities, each one highlighting a key principle of Place-Based Education. 

For Local to Global Context you can see how some students are working on a project that starts 

with our local environment but connects to global issues. They're using maps and globes to 

understand how what we do here affects the whole world. This teaches us about our impact on 

the planet and how we're connected to people and places far away. 

For learner-Centered: Notice the range of projects and activities? Each student has chosen 

something that interests them personally. This approach makes learning more meaningful 

because it's directly relevant to their lives and passions. Whether it's science, art, or history, 

everyone is deeply engaged. 

Inquiry-Based: Here, students are not just passive receivers of information. They're asking 

questions, observing their surroundings, and using tools to collect data. This hands-on approach 

helps us understand the economic, ecological, and socio-political aspects of our world. 

Design Thinking: Some students are gathered around, brainstorming solutions to a community 

problem. They're using sticky notes and whiteboards, thinking critically and creatively to make a 

real difference. This shows how we use design thinking to approach challenges systematically. 

For Community as Classroom: Beyond just learning in a traditional classroom, we see students 

interacting with local artisans, visiting businesses, and exploring historical sites. This expands 

our learning environment, bringing in experts from our community to share their knowledge and 

skills. 

Interdisciplinary Approach: Finally, this illustration demonstrates how learning isn't limited to 

one subject. Students are working on a project that combines science, art, and social studies. For 

example, creating an eco-friendly art installation that tells a story of our local history or 

environment. This approach helps us see the connections between different areas of knowledge 

and how they come together in the real world. 



In summary, this image captures a vibrant and dynamic learning environment where education is 

not just about memorizing facts but about connecting with our community, understanding global 

issues, and finding creative solutions to real-world problems. It's about preparing us not just to 

succeed academically but to make a positive impact on the world. 

  

 


