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Passages
Passage 1:

"The learner-centered paradigm for education functions like a pair of lenses that offers
a new way to look at, think about, talk about and act on education. It constitutes a shift
of perspective that places every learner at its center, structures the system to build
appropriate supports around him or her, and acknowledges the need to adapt and alter
to meet the needs of all children.” (Unknown et al., p.8)

This passage is significant to my role as a future teacher because it emphasizes the
importance of adopting a learner-centered approach to education. By viewing education
through a learner-centered lens, this passage highlights the transformative power of
rethinking how we view education. | believe that by adopting this philosophy, | will be
able to recognize the unique needs, backgrounds, and circumstances of each student,
ultimately enabling me to tailor my teaching approach to provide individualized
instruction and development opportunities. Therefore, this perspective necessitates
shifting from traditional, one-size-fits-all teaching methods toward adaptable and
flexible practices that encourage meaningful connections between students and their
local environments. | strongly believe that if | center my teaching philosophy around the
learner and their surroundings, then | will be able to create an educational experience
that is authentic, engaging, and empowering for every student, regardless of their
learning style.

Passage 2:

"Place-Based Education is proving to be an effective antidote to apathy and
alienation..... The environmental and social challenges likely to arise in coming decades
will require many people with the kinds of attributes associated with the experience of
Place-Based Education.” (Unknown et al., p.3)

Considering that | fully intend to integrate Place-Based Education principles and
environmental stewardship into my teaching approach, | chose this passage because it
highlights the importance of Place-Based Education, especially in light of future
environmental and social challenges. My goal in incorporating Place-Based Education is
to foster a deep sense of responsibility and connection among my students towards
their local environment and community while instilling a strong sense of empathy and
connection. Not only does this approach build problem-solving skills and collaboration,
but it also creates a genuine sense of stewardship for the natural world and its
inhabitants. When students engage in meaningful projects within their communities,
they can recognize their capacity to enact positive change and become leaders in
addressing the challenges of environmental and social sustainability. Due to the
growing interest in Place-Based Education, future educators like us play a vital role in
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preparing students to navigate and address the complex issues that will shape the
future of our society. Through this method, students are empowered to be agents of
change, to advocate for environmental sustainability, and to be activists who promote a
better quality of life in their communities and beyond.
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